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#FOCUSDEMOCRACY: MONTCLAIR STATE 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS HEAD TO THE POLLS 
ON ELECTION DAY
    As the 2020 Election Day 
drew to an end, Montclair State 
University residents rushed to 
vote with last-minute mail-in 
ballots and in-person voting.
    The Montclair State Votes Co-
alition helped with this by pro-
viding shuttle buses to and from 
the two different polling stations 
in Montclair and Little Falls.
   Kat Gilvey, a sophomore busi-
ness administration major and 
Bonner Leader, explains that 
she volunteers her time with the 
Montclair State Votes Coalition 
by helping them in every aspect 
of the election. Earlier today, 
she took the bus to and from the 
Little Falls polling location.
   “For today, we have mostly fo-
cused on getting students to poll-
ing places, [because] it’s the last 
day to vote,” Gilvey said. “I would 
say on the shuttle we had today, 
we saw about 20 students [riding] 
so far, never all at once, but just 
throughout the day.”
   Between the two buses running 
to both polling places, the num-
bers were a little more than two 
dozen. Though student turnout 
was small, the students that were 
on the buses recognized the im-
portance of going to the polls.
   Nariah McKnight, a senior family 
science and human development 
major, participated in her second 
presidential election today.
   “Particularly because Montclair 
[State] allows the shuttle op-
tion, it allows it to be acces-
sible. It allows us to practi-
cally access the right to vote 
because when we are not in 
school anymore, it is going to 
be on us to lead,” McKnight 
said. ”Being able to do this 
in our 20s, we are young, but 
we are showing that we care 
[about] what is going on in this 
country.”
   The shuttle buses ran from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., allowing 
students to catch them before 
or after their classes. Howev-
er, not all students were able 
to vote in Montclair or Little 
Falls.
  Rebecca Kobik, a freshman 
television and digital media 
major, explained that since she 
is registered to vote in South 
Jersey, she could not hand in her 
ballot at the North Jersey polling 
stations.
   “You can’t put [your mail-in 
ballot] in a drop box in a differ-
ent county than you are from; 
you have to put it in the actual 
mailbox,” Kobik said.
   Kobik added that polling offi-
cials explained that people can 
only deliver their mail-in ballots 
to polling locations where they 
are registered.
    “It has to be from your area, 
but I’m not driving two hours 
home. I’m just going to go back 
to Montclair [State] and take a 
Lyft or an Uber, and then I’m 
going to go to the post office to 
Drew Mumich
Staff Writer
drop [my ballot] off,” Kobik said.
   Kobik dropped off her ballot 
at a Montclair post office at 4:30 
p.m.
    Yelizen Nuazz, one of Mont-
clair State’s shuttle drivers, was 
responsible for transporting 
Montclair State students to and 
from Montclair’s polling loca-
tion today. She explained that 
she was inspired and excited to 
see students waiting to board 
the bus.
   “I come from another country, 
and then I had to wait for the 
right to vote. Then I got my citi-
zenship [and] I was so excited 
to go and vote; it feels so good to 
go ahead and vote,” Nuazz said. 
“For me, to see a student go 
ahead and vote, it’s amazing.”
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    With less than a month to go in the 
fall 2020 semester, Montclair State 
University is now making it mandatory 
for residential and commuter students 
to receive the flu vaccine, if they wish 
to spend time on campus.
    An email from the university’s ad-
ministration informed Montclair State 
students that they are now required to 
receive flu vaccines before the semes-
ter ends. The email was sent on Oct. 
30, and it gives residents and some 
commuter students less than a month 
to get vaccinated before the Thanks-
giving and winter breaks.
    Per the announcement, the univer-
sity is requiring that all residential stu-
dents, commuters who are registered 
for in-person classes and students 
coming to campus for work or other 
campus activities to receive the vacci-
nation.
    Maria Hofmann, a sophomore jour-
nalism major, is worried about receiv-
ing the flu vaccination, because of hav-
ing a weak immune system.
    “I have never gotten the flu vaccine 
and I am not planning on getting it any-
time soon,” Hofmann said. “Having a 
lower immune system, I can feel the 
after-effects of [the flu vaccine] more 
than anyone else would.”
    Hofmann will face many challenges 
if she experiences side effects from the 
flu vaccine, as she would have to call 
out of work and be without income, 
isolate away from her family and po-
tentially miss class time, due to being 
sick. When asked if the university com-
municated their new policy well, Hof-
mann cites a lack of clear 
communication.
    “The communication about the flu 
vaccination should have been much 
clearer,” Hofmann said. “If the univer-
sity had this idea in mind, they should 
have communicated this idea earlier 
in the semester, so as commuters, we 
could have planned the semester dif-
ferently.”
    Paige Dougherty, a sophomore fash-
ion studies major who is currently tak-
ing classes virtually from home, is in 
favor of Montclair State’s new policy. 
She receives a flu vaccine every year, 
citing the belief that if she does not 
receive the flu vaccine, she will be far 
more likely to fall ill.
    “I am for the university’s policy for 
students receiving the flu vaccine,” 
Dougherty said. “I usually get sick a lot 
and if I did not get the flu vaccine every 
year, I believe I would feel worse.”
    Although Dougherty believes that ev-
eryone should receive the flu vaccine, 
she believes that students who have 
underlying health conditions should 
not be mandated to get the vaccine.
    “The only way I am not OK with 
the flu vaccine being mandatory is if 
someone has a preexisting condition,” 
Dougherty said. “If you are perfectly 
fine and have no other health condi-
tions that can disrupt your symptoms, 
then the flu vaccine should be manda-
tory for those people.”
   The email sent from the Montclair 
State administration announced that 
the University Health Center (UHC) 
will be holding free, on-campus flu vac-
cination clinics throughout the month 
of November. The UHC was not avail-
able for an interview about the new 
policy, but in a comment, staff nurse 
Barbara Ackerson highly recommends 
that people receive the flu vaccine all 
throughout the year.
FLU SHOTS NOW MANDATORY 
WITH SEMESTER NEAR END
Rocky the Red Hawk poses for a photo of himself 
receiving a flu vaccine on campus.
Photo courtesy of Montclair State University
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#FOCUSDEMOCRACY: PHOTO ESSAY: 
A CALM CAMPUS BEFORE THE 
ELECTION STORM
   Generally, Election Day in 
America is full of clamor, out-
cry, protest and even chaos. 
This may be true for other 
parts of the country, but 
Montclair State University 
residents have chosen to stay 
silent at this time.
    Walking around campus, 
there are very few signs of 
student life. To the dismay 
of many, the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic has 
caused a set back in campus 
life, resulting in not much to 
be heard during what is argu-
ably one of the most historic 
days in recent memory.
     Anywhere you look, from 
the field outside of Free-
man Hall, all the way to the 
Student Center Quad, there 
is nothing to be heard: no 
opinions, no discussion, 
nothing pertaining to the 
utmost importance of the 
presidential election.
     There is not a political 
poster in sight that vouches 
for either former Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden or for Presi-
dent Trump. With mail-in 
voting encouraged, many 
New Jerseyans have already 
made up their minds and 
voted early.
     Perhaps the silence found 
at Montclair State today is 
a false omen of things to 
come, or a calm before the 
storm; only time will tell.
A wire statue of a 
person reading outside of 
Sprague Library at Mont-
clair State University.
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
The lonely statue of an old man just outside the newly renovated College 
Hall at Montclair State.
John LaRosa | The MontclarionA squirrel outside the Student 
Center seems to be one of the only 
signs of life on Election Day.
John LaRosa | The MontclarionJohn LaRosa | The Montclarion
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
A single student ascends the stairs leading to Blanton Hall.A student walks through the Student Center Quad with a cup of 
coffee in his hand.
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#FOCUSDEMOCRACY: PHOTO ESSAY: 
MONTCLAIR COMMUNITY REJOICES 
IN THE STREETS FOR PRESIDENT-
ELECT BIDEN
   After an intense waiting 
game to see who will be the 
next president of the United 
States, Americans learned 
early this afternoon that for-
mer Vice President Joseph 
R. Biden is projected to be-
come the 46th president of 
the United States of 
America.
   Celebrations are now oc-
curring around the world, in-
cluding in downtown Mont-
clair, New Jersey, where 
people have headed to the 
streets to proclaim the victo-
ry of their Democratic can-
didate.
    Montclair State University 
students and Montclair resi-
dents alike headed to Bloom-
field Avenue to celebrate 
President-elect Biden’s win.
   Having voted blue in this 
election, both Essex County 
and Passaic County citizens 
were ecstatic to see their 
party win.
   With cars honking, people 
cheering, flags being waved 
and cries of joy echoing 
throughout all of downtown 
Montclair, one could feel 




John LaRosa | The MontclarionFamilies drive through Montclair, showing peace and love for Biden.
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
John LaRosa | The MontclarionJohn LaRosa | The Montclarion A sign of support for Joe Biden outside of a restaurant.People wave a Black Lives Matter flag around downtown Montclair.
Biden supporters celebrate on Bloomfield Avenue.
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#FOCUSDEMOCRACY: PHOTO ESSAY: 
KAMALA HARRIS CAMPAIGNS 
IN PHILADELPHIA
   Senator and Democratic 
vice presidential nominee, 
Kamala Harris, visited 
Philadelphia on the eve of 
the 2020 Election in an ef-
fort to secure votes from 
the state of Pennsylvania.
    Pennsylvania is expected 
to play a pivotal role in the 
results of the 2020 elec-
tion, given that depending 
on which way their votes 
go, the state could decide 
the winner of this historic 
election.
   While former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden visited Pitts-
burgh last night, Harris 
spent her evening in front 
of a large crowd in the City 
of Brotherly Love. The 
two aired the campaigns 
on their social media plat-
forms and combined their 
respective events. Biden 
was accompanied by per-
former Lady Gaga and Har-
ris with singer John Leg-
end.
   Harris’ event was origi-
nally “invite only,” but there 
was nevertheless a line of 
cars around Citizens Bank 
Park with people waiting to 
get into the parking lot. The 
long wait was due to exten-
sive security, but many peo-
ple waiting in line were still 
able to watch the event via 
Twitter, or by leaving their 
windows rolled down so 
that they could listen to the 
event as it was happening.
   Harris made a short 
speech, focusing on Biden’s 
character and dignity. She 
also criticized President 
Trump for his poor judg-
ment in relation to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic.
  Harris ended her speech 
by encouraging people 
to vote, and to encourage 
friends and family to vote 
as well. She thanked her 
supporters who helped 
campaign all across the 
country. She projected an 
air of confidence, in that 
their efforts would pay off 
in the upcoming days.
Emma Caughlan
Staff Writer
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Emma Caughlan| The Montclarion Emma Caughlan| The MontclarionVice presidential candidate Kamala Harris closes out her campaign 
in front of Citizens Bank Park, the home of the Philadelphia Phillies.
One of the central messages along Harris’ campaign route is 
encouraging all eligible voters to cast their ballots.
Cars fill the parking lots in front of Citizens Bank Park as guests 
arrive to support Kamala Harris.
On the eve of Election Day, vice presidential nominee Kamala Harris 
campaigns in Philadephia, Pennsylvania. 
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People mingle outside of the entrance doors before the 11 a.m. service as they wait to be let into the theater.
TikTok creator Caitlin Mourek designs merchandise featuring the “TikTok for Biden” logo.
#FOCUSDEMOCRACY: ‘TikTok For Biden’: How Generation Z Hopes 
to Shape the 2020 Election
Gabrielle Mills
Contributing Writer
    More than 300 popular creators on 
the TikTok app have formed a virtual 
content house. Instead of renegade 
dance challenges, teens and young 
adults are peddling political activism. 
While those part of the collective “Tik-
Tok for Biden” movement hope to se-
cure Democrat Joe Biden a 2020 presi-
dential victory, their youth and inability 
to vote leaves many, including Mont-
clair State University students asking 
how, if at all, this campaign will impact 
the election.
    TikTok, a platform with more than 
100 million U.S. users monthly, has 
been the cause of some recent contro-
versy. Nevertheless, the app has also 
provided an online hub for virtual ac-
tivists looking to boost their issues and 
amplify their voices.
    The spontaneous nature of the app, 
which allows for anyone to quickly 
gain views, has taken the U.S. and 
the world by storm. The astounding 
majority, or 60% of TikTok users, are 
people between the ages of 16 and 24. 
However, their youth has not stopped 
them from playing a role in the 2020 
presidential election.
    The app, created in 2016 by the Chi-
nese company ByteDance, has already 
been at the center of some election 
buzz. TikTok users, mostly minors, 
staged somewhat of a political practi-
cal joke.
    The prank included teens and young 
adults registering to attend President 
Trump’s reelection campaign rallies 
and then not showing up. While this 
has ignited a laugh in some and out-
rage in others, it has become a source 
of ire for President Trump. He has 
even gone as far as proposing to ban 
the app.
    The movement has also gained some 
traction in the press. Take 16-year-old 
Bella Their for instance, who said that 
her goal and aspirations with the cam-
paign were quite clear.
    “We are working to get Biden voted 
into office,” Their said.
With more than 800,000 combined 
followers on TikTok, Twitter and Ins-
tagram accounts, the campaign boasts 
members like critically acclaimed au-
thor Hank Green, Glee alumnus Kevin 
McHale and other popular creators on 
the app.
    One member of “TikTok for Biden,” 
Jeremy Muchemi, discussed some pos-
“I think ‘TikTok for Biden’ is mo-
tivating minors to care about the 
world they live in. I hear so many 
teens saying they don’t care about 
politics because they can’t vote, but 
you shouldn’t not care about the 
world around you”
-Sam Wilk, freshman psychology and gender studies major
Photo courtesy of Caitlin Mourek
sibly telling numbers in relation to the 
upcoming election.
    “We’ve amassed over 100 million to-
tal combined followers, which is more 
than what [President] Trump got in 
votes in 2016,” Muchemi said.
    Sam Wilk, a freshman psychology 
and gender studies major, is happy to 
see that minors like Jeremy are trying 
to become involved in politics.
    “I think ‘TikTok for Biden’ is moti-
vating minors to care about the world 
they live in. I hear so many teens say-
ing they don’t care about politics be-
cause they can’t vote, but you shouldn’t 
not care about the world around you,” 
Wilk said. “This campaign entices 
young people to get educated and 
care.”
    TikTok’s multiplatform nature 
should help to make Biden appeal to 
a younger audience. However, many 
of the content creators, most of whom 
fall into Generation Z (Gen Z or Zoom-
ers), meaning they were born during 
the late 1990s and the early 2000s, 
are not old enough to vote, which leads 
many to wonder how this campaign 
will impact the 2020 presidential elec-
tion.
    Alexia Lynne, a member of the cam-
paign, was able to shed light on the 
process of getting into “TikTok for 
Biden” and discussed what the cam-
paign hopes to accomplish.
    “So basically it’s just a campaign [or] 
movement by Gen Z TikTok [users] to 
encourage people to get involved with 
this election and vote blue. We never 
ever expected it to get this huge, but 
bigger and bigger creators started join-
ing and it took off,” Lynne said.
    At the beginning of the campaign, a 
prospective “applicant” needed 10,000 
followers on the platform to be con-
sidered. As the campaign grew, that 
number was bumped up to 100,000 
followers.
    It may seem steep, but the campaign 
was starting to be nationally recog-
nized by the likes of NBC and PAPER 
Magazine.
When asked how she first learned 
about the campaign, Chiana Rodri-
guez, a freshman psychology major at 
Montclair State, saw it on her TikTok 
feed.
    “[It showed up] on my ‘For You 
Page,’” Rodriguez said. “[‘TikTok for 
Biden’] has opened people’s eyes.”
    In addition to spreading the word, 
members of the campaign are respon-
sible for creating content for the “Tik-
Tok for Biden” handle on Instagram, 
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Sam Wilk, a freshman psychology and gender studies major, TikTok user and a first time voter, poses for a photo in the Student Center Quad. Photo courtesy of Sam Wilk
“We never ever expected it 
to get this huge, but bigger 
and bigger creators started 
joining and it took off.”
-Alexia Lynne, TikToker
TikTok creator Bella Thier wearing “Voting is Cool,” TikTok 
for Biden, merchandise.
Photo courtesy of Bella Thier TikTok creator Alexia Lynne knows that her voice
 and her vote counts.
Photo courtesy of Alexia Lynne
Twitter and TikTok, along with encour-
aging others to get out to vote, become 
poll workers and generally encourage po-
litical interest in teens and young adults.
    One member, 17-year-old Maurice Wil-
liams, stated that his parents are not very 
political motivated, but Williams is still 
devoted to the cause.
    “I wanted the chance to fight for change 
and the right to equality,” Williams said.
    Another member of the “TikTok for 
Biden” campaign, 22-year-old Harvard 
student Claira Janover, also spoke about 
the TikTok campaign.
    “I’d say all of my family [and] friends 
are Democrats. [‘TikTok for Biden’] is a 
fun group of people from various ‘niches’ 
of TikTok, promoting voting, Biden and 
the democratic process,” Janover said.
    In addition to online efforts for Joe 
Biden, the campaign also sells merchan-
dise, all proceeds of which are donated 
to Joe Biden’s campaign fund, the Demo-
cratic National Committee and social jus-
tice organizations, including Black Lives 
Matter.
    “TikTok for Biden” has become a 
launching pad for a new generation of po-
litical activism, from connecting people 
all over the country, to influencing those 
that cannot yet vote in this election.
    Members of the Montclair State com-
munity have lauded the virtual campaign 
as a place for young Americans to learn 
and engage in their political futures.
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Even if marijuana is legalized, students will be unable to smoke legally on campus, due to Montclair State University’s 
tobacco-free campus initiative. 
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
John LaRosa
Staff Writer
    A question given to all New Jersey 
residents on this year’s ballot for the 
2020 election is whether or not to legal-
ize marijuana. Since most students at 
Montclair State University are presum-
ably over 18 years old, those who are 
New Jersey residents have the power to 
vote for change.
    Although Gov. Phil Murphy has been 
pushing for the plant to be legalized, 
Therese Bailey, a freshman film major, 
voiced her concerns about marijuana.
    “I personally do not think it is a good 
idea,” Bailey said. “Weed is a gateway 
drug into far more dangerous drugs.”
    While Bailey possesses a dissenting 
opinion on the matter, that does not 
seem to be the case for most students. 
Tatiana Cook, a junior art and illustra-
tion major, thinks that marijuana should 
be legalized in New Jersey.
    “I think it is a good idea because a 
lot of people get charged for it when it’s 
not causing harm to anyone else,” Cook 
said. “If weed was treated like alcohol 
and had the same laws in place, a lot of 
people would not be in jail or kicked out 
of school because of it.”
    Meghan Loeffe, a sophomore family 
science and human development major, 
agrees that marijuana should become 
legal.
    “I also think that weed kind of has 
a negative connotation, as some peo-
ple think it is a gateway drug, but alco-
hol can be even worse, especially long 
term,” Loeffe said. “I think weed should 
Angel Hernandez, a freshman at Montclair State 
University, believes that marijuana should be legalized.
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
#FOCUSDEMOCRACY: Marijuana - 
What Do Students Think?
have been legalized by now, as long as 
you use it properly just like with alco-
hol.”
    Angel Hernandez, a freshman pre-ma-
jor, is furious that marijuana is still ille-
gal in 2020.
    “It was illegalized because of racist 
and social economic issues,” Hernandez 
said. “It is propaganda.”
    The issue of legalizing marijuana is 
not so black and white; there is a gray 
area for students who see both sides of 
the coin.
    Je’Anna Cadavid, a freshman art and il-
lustration major, is one of these people.
    “I think there’s overall positive up-
bringings, reducing crime rates, [it] 
helps medically, [it] can create busi-
nesses and jobs for those looking to sell 
THC and [marijuana] products around 
the state,” Cadavid said.
    But Cadavid also has concerns about 
what may happen if marijuana is legal-
ized.
    “I can understand people being wor-
ried that [other] people will just go 
around being high and getting them-
selves in trouble,” Cadavid said. “[But], 
I think with proper precautions, it could 
be an overall great thing.”
    It turns out that many students shared 
viewpoints that aligned with Cadavid’s 
statement, including Eleni Marakis, a 
sophomore family science and human 
development major.
    “As long as there are regulations so 
that underage [people] cannot get into 
it and things like that, I see no problem 
with it,” Marakis said.
    Legalizing marijuana in New Jersey is 
not as simple as flipping a switch; there 
are many steps to reverse its illegality. 
Right now, in New Jersey, marijuana is 
decriminalized. Gov. Murphy has made 
it so those found in possession of mar-
ijuana receive a $50 fine, instead of be-
ing incriminated.
    Rebecca Kobik, a freshman television 
media major, may have said it best.
    “Regardless of whether it’s legal or 
not, kids and adults alike will find a way 
to get a hold of weed,” Kobik said.
    Gov. Murphy has been pushing for 
New Jersey residents to vote “Yes” for 
the legalization of marijuana on this 
year’s election ballot, shown by the tre-
mendous support he received on his 
“Legalize It” Instagram post.
    Even if marijuana is legalized in 
New Jersey, students will not be able to 
smoke it on campus, as Montclair State 
is a “Tobacco Free Campus,” and strictly 
prohibits smoking, vaping and tobacco.
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    I have the coronavirus (COVID-19). I am 
asymptomatic, which is a stroke of luck on 
my part; I am usually very unlucky, so we 
will see how that progresses.
    I suppose I should start from the be-
ginning. On Halloween, I was indirectly 
exposed to the virus while attending an 
on-campus event with Team Rocky, which 
I am also a part of. As a precaution, I decid-
ed to get tested on Thursday, Nov 5.
    My positive test result came back on Nov. 
8; that was when the guilt set in.
    I had to think back to every interaction, 
no matter how small, that I had in the days 
prior. I remembered having worked at the 
library and having gone to campus for my 
in-person class, but that does not mean 
that I am irresponsible. I would not have 
gone to these places if I knew that I was 
sick. My class was on Tuesday and my last 
day of work was on Wednesday.
    In addition, I did not know that I was 
infected until Thursday. Even though there 
was no way that I could have known, I still 
feel incredibly guilty.
    I was in contact with Montclair State 
University about my exposure, as soon as I 
was informed. One of my roommates test-
ed negative, which I took as a good sign. I 
gave this information to a woman named 
Jan, who was very nice and understanding.
    I was in contact again, this time with 
many different people, when I found out I 
tested positive. I spoke with Jason Smith, 
the community director of Hawks Cross-
ings, who was kind enough to talk me 
through the process and answer any ques-
tions that I had.
    He then procured an apartment in 
Hawks Crossings for me; it is just above 
my old apartment. This made it very easy 
Casey Masterson
Feature Editor
Casey’s COVID-cation: Blog One
to move my belongings, as I only had to carry 
them upstairs.
    I took about a weeks’ worth of clothes, food, 
books and school notebooks with me into iso-
lation. I also took my emotional support guin-
ea pig, Wicket.
    When I got settled, I spoke with Patricia 
Ruiz, who is the director of the University 
Health Center. She asked me about how I was 
adjusting, how I was feeling physically and 
where I was on campus between exposure and 
diagnosis.
    I also heard that she got into contact with my 
roommates, who will now have to quarantine, 
regardless of whether they tested negative 
or not. One will be staying at home, another 
with his girlfriend and the last is staying in our 
dorm by himself.
    That is one of my biggest guilt factors: I could 
have made my friends sick. Not only that, but 
they had to cancel their film sets because of 
this. Safety first, I know, but I still feel horrible 
I took a selfie in my “Cozy” to show how I relax in style. Casey Masterson | The Montclarion
Wicket, although nervous about his new home, 
is here for me when I need him most.
Casey Masterson | The Montclarion
about it.
    My first night alone was lonely. I do not 
know how to make that sound better than 
it is.
    I sat alone, in a makeshift couch setup 
that I made by pushing the  arm chairs to-
gether. This is where I do my homework 
and watch Netflix.
    I have never handled change well, so I 
was far too nervous to get a good night’s 
sleep. Sound travels fast in an almost 
empty apartment; every small noise that I 
heard made me think that someone else 
was in the apartment too.
    The locked door next to mine did not 
help with this fear either, even though I 
know that this fear was only a part of my 
anxious state.
    I never thought I would be so happy to 
have class; it gives me something to do in 
order to break up the monotony. Unfor-
tunately, I cannot go to work until I am 
cleared, so this evening will be filled with 
Netflix, some reading and homework.
    I hope to make the best of it. In fact, I can 
take this as a sort of writer’s retreat; I have 
always wanted to go on one of those.
    I do hope to get some creative writing 
done, but I also see this as a great opportu-
nity to give you all an insider’s look into my 
“COVID-cation.” Not everyone will be un-
lucky enough to experience what isolation 
on campus is like. Fortunately, you have 
me to live out the situation for you.
    I will be providing pictures for you, but 
bear in mind, they will probably be terri-
ble. I am not a great photographer.
    I also hope you get some enjoyment out 
of my isolated thoughts. Hopefully, I do not 
go all Jack Torrance up here from being 
trapped for so long.
    If by any chance I do, at least you would 
gave gotten an insider’s view into my slow 
descent into insanity.
Danielle DeRosa | The Montclarion
Let The Healing Process Begin 
wo weeks ago, we pub-
lished an editorial endorse-
ment for the 2020 presidential, 
Senate and New Jersey ballot 
measure elections. Since then, 
Joe Biden has become the pro-
jected 46th President-elect of 
the United States, Cory Book-
er was reelected to the United 
States Senate and New Jersey 
voters elected to legalize adult-
use marijuana and provide tax 
breaks to military veterans 
who served in peacetime.
     In that same editorial, we 
explained how the election 
of former Vice President Joe 
Biden was essential to begin-
ning a healing process for the 
United States and its citizens. 
Now that Biden is the project-
ed winner of the election to the 
Oval Office, we must recognize 
how this is merely the first 
step in doing so, and how for 
the next four years, we, as a na-
tion, no matter which direction 
our votes landed, must critique 
the Biden administration scru-
pulously and continue the fight 
for a brighter future, abundant 
in unity and progression.
     We are a nation just as di-
vided today as we were before 
the election last week. While 
Biden’s projected victory is 
a great triumph, it is impor-
tant to recognize the other 71 
million votes for incumbent 
President Trump. This is an 
incredibly close race, one that 
required five days for the me-
dia to call and has yet to even 
be completed in all 50 states.
   Furthermore, the United 
States now has a Democratic 
president, a Republican major-
ity in the Senate, a Democratic 
majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives and a conserva-
tive majority on the Supreme 
Court. Our government is en-
tirely reflective of the body it 
governs, split, more or less, di-
rectly down the middle.
   When Donald Trump de-
feated Hillary Clinton in 2016, 
half of the country celebrated 
joyously while the other half 
was left devastated. Instead of 
choosing to use the next four 
years to battle out legislation 
in Congress, Democrats chose 
to try to have Trump removed 
from office, based on allega-
tions of international agencies 
meddling with the election.
     Today, President Trump is 
refusing to concede the elec-
tion to Joe Biden, claiming 
the majority of Biden’s votes, 
which were mail-in ballots, 
were illegal and should not 
be counted. Many of Trump’s 
supporters, both in govern-
ment and regular citizens, are 
standing by him, also believing 
the allegations of mass voter 
fraud.
       Just like how the Democrats 
should have accepted defeat in 
2016 and moved on with the 
governmental process, Repub-
licans must learn from that 
juvenile mistake and do the 
same. While it remains impor-
tant to investigate any cases of 
voter fraud that yield substan-
tial evidence, the only thing 
that will come out of baseless 
claims made out of stubborn-
ness is more anger amongst 
country-people and four more 
years of unproductivity.
     Democrats must remem-
ber what it was like when Hill-
ary Clinton lost the election 
to Donald Trump four years 
ago. People were frightened 
for their futures and firmly be-
lieved that the world around 
them would collapse. Now, 
Republicans are feeling the 
same way. It is up to those 
T who voted against Trump to 
be mature and do their best to 
reach across the aisle, instead 
of shutting the door on it. Fur-
thermore, it is up to those who 
voted against Biden to be ma-
ture and give their new project-
ed president-elect a chance, 
before denouncing him.
     While some citizens’ political 
philosophies lie either sharply 
right or sharply left, and many 
occupy an incredibly vast and 
layered gray zone, it is clear 
that there are many Ameri-
cans who believe their way of 
thinking is the only right way 
of thinking. This fanatical, “us 
versus you” approach to po-
litical alignment continuing on 
would be detrimental to this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to let the dust settle, assess 
the horizon and proceed with 
mindfulness, compassion and 
purpose.
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Campus 
Voices:
Do you think 
your votes in the 
election made a 
difference?
By Brielle E. Wyka
“I feel like my vote mattered 
very much in this election be-
cause right now, a lot of times 
people feel as if their voices 
aren’t’ being heard and the 
smallest things can eventually 
count at the end so I feel like 
my one small vote helped im-




“It was my first time voting for 
a presidential election [and] it 
was really exciting. I think my 
vote did play a role... I know a 
lot of people tend to think their 
vote doesn’t matter in New 
Jersey since it’s already a blue 
state, but I read this article that 
Biden won a town in Pennsyl-
vania by only one vote and it 
made me realize that your vote 
really does matter despite the 




“I think because it was so close 
this time, I definitely couldn’t 
miss out on it. Even though 
New Jersey usually goes blue, 
it’s still important to me.” 
-  Hailey Gleeson
Undecided
Freshman
“I think my vote mattered a 
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Case For Compassion: Pass-Fail
am worried 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
We were making plans to come back to 
campus with minor adjustments to our 
daily lives, but we had hoped the threat 
of getting sick would not be as dire as 
it was. Plus, we thought we would have 
the love and support of our friends, 
peers and professors to surround and 
guide us. Even over the summer, as 
new information about the semester 
emerged, cases in New Jersey were de-
creasing and spirits were rising around 
the state.
     Now, we are nine months in, with 
no end in sight. Some of us have battled 
the virus personally. Some of us have 
lost loved ones. Some of us are grap-
pling with economic hardships as a re-
sult of the pandemic. Most of us have 
struggled with our mental health like 
never before.
    We signed up for a semester, not 
knowing how beaten we would already 
be by the time we got there. We went to 
school, regardless. Besides, what else 
were we supposed to do? Sit around 
and wallow in this ever-present doom 
and gloom?
       Montclair State University has rec-
ognized the difficulties that we have 
faced, with very few practical solu-
tions to our problems. No amount of 
doodling, walk-taking or meditation is 
going to make my workload disappear 
and keep my GPA going up. My stresses 
about my finances, academic progress 
and the health and safety of my loved 
ones and myself cannot be erased with 
“Stuff a Plush” in the Student Center 
ballroom. Counseling and Psychologi-
cal Services (CAPS) can barely handle 
the volume of students in need during 
times of normalcy, and now they are 
overrun with students in crisis.
     The fear of falling behind in our so-
ciety is undeniably real. You cannot 
create a system that normalizes over-
extending ourselves, then act surprised 
when we burn out. Through open and 
honest conversations with my peers, I 
know most of us are struggling to keep 
up in life, work and school; I know we 
will try our hardest to stay on track, 
despite what it is doing to our health. I 
also know we should not have to risk so 
much, just to be able to succeed.
     This “new normal” is not normal 
and we should stop acting like it is sup-
posed to be. We are forcing ourselves to 
adapt when we should be adjusting our 
conventions instead. We require masks, 
social distancing and sanitation for our 
physical health. Where are the safe-
guards for our mental and emotional 
health?
     To make matters worse, many out-
breaks on campus have not been 
handled with honesty and transpar-
ency, which has caused unrest among 
the student body. Many students have 
found out that their classrooms and 
common-spaces have been contami-
nated, via whispers and word-of-mouth, 
with no additional announcements or 
I
about how accus-
tomed we are all 
becoming to living 
through a global 
pandemic.
   Back when stu-
dents first regis-
tered for the fall 
2020 semester, 
we were still in 
the early stages of 
safety measures put in place by admin-
istrators. We cannot even trust that our 
learning and living spaces are safe.
    Incompetency aside, there are plen-
ty of universities across the country 
making proper accommodations for 
students who are doing their best, just 
to learn during these unprecedented 
times. Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology has made their entire semester 
pass-fail, as has New York University 
and certain portions of Duke University. 
George Washington University has of-
fered students to choose just one class 
to take pass-fail, American University 
students get to pick two and Univer-
sity of Massachusetts students get to 
pick three. Surely, if such prestigious 
schools can care for their students in 
such a basic manner, ours can do the 
same.
    I urge the Montclair State administra-
tion to take into consideration the peti-
tion circulating amongst the student 
body to give students the pass-fail op-
tion for fall 2020 semester courses, and 
that they learn from the accommoda-
tions that other institutions are making, 
before it is too late.
    Grades should never take precedent 
over actual learning in higher educa-
tion, but it is especially despicable to 
hold them in any regard during such 
unprecedented and mishandled cir-
cumstances.
To Pass or To Fail? 
That Should Not Be the Question
s we roll 
beginning to feel like a “new normal.” 
Online classes have become a staple. 
A decent chunk of the small portion of 
courses initially offered in-person have 
now reverted back to online, or either 
partial or full capacity.
     We know it may be hard, but unlike 
the previous shortened spring semes-
ter, we knew this was coming. There is 
no substantial reason to believe we are 
deserving of any sort of academic leni-
ency.
     When we were all stripped away of 
our traditional schooling last spring, 
we entered uncharted territory. It was 
a dive into the unknown, a dark void of 
seemingly foreign ground. To compen-
sate for the sudden change, Montclair 
State University offered a pass-fail op-
tion for courses. This meant that if stu-
dents were not pleased with their grade 
in a class, they could choose to receive 
a universal “passing” grade, in which it 
would not affect their GPA at all, pend-
ing if they received any grade above an 
F.
     This option was a breath of fresh air 
in the midst of the sudden changes that 
all of us were affected by. It was a very 
stressful time for everyone and it was a 
difficult adjustment to take our entire 
education online. The pass-fail option 
made sense and was important to have 
at the time, but not anymore.
    Currently, there is a virtual petition 
circulating around the student body of 
Montclair State, calling for the admin-
istration to implement another pass-fail 
option for the fall 2020 semester.
    Aforementioned, we were prepared 
for the circumstances of this semester. 
We had more than half of the spring to 
grow into this digital schooling format. 
       Over the summer, professors catered 
and organized their courses to fit into 
online settings, something the courses 
were not designed for last semester. If 
you felt as though you could not handle 
a full semester of online schooling, then 
it may have been wiser to take the se-
mester off, like thousands of students 
across the country have done.
     It is valid to say that you could not 
do that because it would mess up your 
life schedule, or delay your chances of 
graduating and finding work. However, 
as of now, next semester is not likely to 
see much of a change, as many classes 
will still be held virtually. We can either 
adjust to this new form of education, 
or take a break until things get back to 
normal. We should not use the current 
circumstances as an excuse to not work 
as hard as we can.
    We are not here to say that online 
schooling is the best option for educa-
tion, but it is what we have been dealt. 




referred to as 
the “fall 2020 
semester,” many 
students are still 
trying to become 
accustomed to 
what really is 
an opportunity to better ourselves and 
prove we can power through any situa-
tion, regardless of the unfamiliarity. We, 
as students, can build off of this.
     The pass-fail option petition being 
sent around right now should not be 
signed or sent to any administrative 
authorities. It is being used to open a 
loophole for students who are choosing 
to not put their best foot forward and 
persevere through this tough situation. 
This is a part of life, and once we are all 
out of college and enter the profession-
al world, we will not be offered opportu-
nities to idle by while reaching regular 
standards is entirely achievable.
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a deadly disease: 
panic.
      After panicking for a few minutes, I 
decided to do what some do when pre-
tending to not panic: research. In a case 
of exposure, it takes common sense to 
go get tested immediately so you can 
inform public health officials, as well 
as family and friends or other parties 
you may have been in contact with. So, 
I needed to get tested for COVID-19 
and fast. Now, here is the issue: There 
were no nearby options I could go to for 
a test.
    The closest testing site for a resi-
dential student is three miles away in 
Clifton, New Jersey. If you were to look 
at a map of COVID-19 testing sites in 
the state of New Jersey, you would see 
a plethora of testing sites in the towns 
of Montclair and Verona. If you have a 
car, that would be no problem, but what 
if you depend on ride-share apps like 
Uber and Lyft, or have to use public 
transportation options like the bus or 
the train? Utilizing these options would, 
in fact, bring more potential harm and 
entertain the possibility of more expo-
sure to immunocompromised students, 
staff and other surrounding citizens. 
Yes, walking was an option, albeit an 
extremely counterproductive one.
     If COVID-19 has brought one thing 
to our attention, it is the need for proper 
resources and equal access to them.
  The University Health Center at 
Montclair State University is doing the 
best they can to contain the spread of 
COVID-19 and in doing so during the 
months of September and October, 
the school offered COVID-19 testing 
for students, so long as they fit within 
specific categories. Student-athletes, 
residential employees and performing 
arts majors are some examples of stu-
dents dependent on the availability of 
testing to ensure that they could safely 
continue their studies. For comparison, 
West Virginia University offers free test-
ing to their students, on specific dates 
and times, to ensure they can monitor 
the rate of COVID-19 transmission on 
their campus.
    It is common for colleges to not take 
the responsibility to test their students. 
According to an article from NPR on 
colleges avoiding testing students, the 
plans vary wildly and do not offer much 
comfort for students who are concerned 
with the pandemic.
    Considering that Montclair State has 
the honor of being the second largest 
college in New Jersey, as well as having 
a growing nursing program, it would 
seem natural for the school to offer 
some form of testing in order to protect 
its vulnerable populations.
W
covered that I 
might have been 
exposed to the 
coronavirus (COV-
ID-19), I did what 
anyone would do 
when faced with 
the serious na-
ture of potentially 
being exposed to 
    Even if there are not a lot of students 
living on campus, measures such as 
waivers to leave campus and the Hawk 
Check health and wellness survey show 
a genuine desire to flatten the curve at 
Montclair State, in a far more empirical 
way.
    Despite these important efforts, some-
thing is still missing. Besides, what is 
more data-based than offering to test 
the student body, publicizing the results 
and using it to present better and more 
informed options to the university com-
munity as a whole?
Is It Really ‘All Here?’
hen I look 
that gets me out of bed every morning 
and keeps me from my bed until late 
at night. When I enrolled at Montclair 
State University, I was told, “It’s all 
here.”
    Effective Nov. 9th, we will no longer 
be able to leave Montclair State for 
work, or for healthcare without a waiv-
er. Waivers will be mandatory to go to 
the grocery store to pick up food items, 
to go to a pharmacy to get necessary 
prescriptions, even to go to work to get 
the money needed to be a student here 
on campus.
   Residential students were aware 
when we signed the paperwork to get 
our rooms that there would be restric-
tions such as Hawk Check, mask-wear-
ing and not having guests. However, we 
were not told outright that if we were 
to stay on campus, we would essentially 
be made to stay forever.
    While this change may be for the 
“greater good,” it still entails serious 
consequences. Students who need 
medication delivered by family mem-
bers will be unable to access it safely. 
Students who depend on part-time and 
full-time employment will need permis-
sion from the school to go to their jobs.
    It is one thing to go out and party, 
putting yourself and others at risk for 
the sake of selfishness, but it is another 
to block students from being able to 
cross the street to go to a grocery store 
that sells necessities. Even with online 
shopping and meal delivery options, 
students, as well as those workers, are 
given an undue burden to get basic ne-
cessities. For one thing, it means a stu-
dent paying $25 for simple groceries 
would have to contend with paying ex-
orbitant delivery fees and the possibility 
of a lost driver ending up on the wrong 
W
out the window of 
my dorm, I see the 
hills rolling down 
to the main roads 
and the New York 
City skyline’s sil-
houette on the 
horizon. It is the 
sense of freedom 
side of campus
       If the visitor restriction reads as 
it does in the email sent out by Mont-
clair State President Susan Cole, it 
could mean that there is a ban on de-
livery drivers for the Amazon lockers, 
food delivery workers and even parents 
dropping off rolls of toilet paper to their 
children at school.
       If this is to be enforced as strictly 
as it is stated in the email, it could spell 
trouble for students who plan on stay-
ing until Dec. 14. Those students might 
not be able to work, go grocery shop-
ping or walk outside for some fresh air.
   Sure, the new restrictions may seem 
sensible on paper, but it makes for a 
bureaucratic mess students will suffer 
through and will overall create a less 
than stellar image for Montclair State.
      This will necessitate some form of 
clarification from the office of the presi-
dent. It is one thing for Residence Life 
to send out a cheeky email saying, “stay 
in the bubble, stay out of trouble,” but 
receiving a serious and sobering email 
stating that, effective immediately, stu-
dents cannot leave campus, is an en-
tirely different and far more concerning 
notion.
    There is a certain irony in proclaiming 
“it’s all here” and then banning students 
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‘Good Grief’ to Apple TV+
his past year 
 As we move closer 
to the holiday season, I have been look-
ing to long-standing traditions for a way 
of bringing some normalcy into my life, 
but only to find that they have disap-
peared as well. Not only will we miss 
out on a Thanksgiving Day parade, but 
now, thanks to streaming service, Apple 
TV+, we no longer have Charlie Brown 
available to watch on network televi-
sion.
      The convenience of streaming servic-
es has never been more clear, especially 
during the statewide lockdowns for the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. I 
remember pouring many hours into 
binge-watching just to pass time. How-
ever, there is a serious problem with 
taking away free television traditions 
like Charlie Brown for families across 
the country to enjoy.
    Streaming services like Apple TV+ 
and HBO Max have capitalized on their 
ability to buy out other companies for 
sole rights to many widely beloved mov-
ies and television shows.
    Not only does this put lower socio-
economic families at a disadvantage, it 
also ruins the magic of network televi-
sion and the way that it has historically 
brought families together. The idea of 
not being able to sit around with my 
family to watch our beloved, “A Charlie 
Brown Thanksgiving,” is truly sadden-
ing.
    Seasonal shows like the “Peanuts” 
holiday specials are not the first to be 
made into subscription-based enjoy-
ment. Back in 2015, HBO bought the 
rights to first-run episodes of “Sesame 
Street,” moving its home of almost 50 
years from PBS to a paid subscription-
based streaming site.
    The very idea of having to pay for 
“Sesame Street” goes against the en-
tire reason that it was created back in 
1969
    The show was designed as an edu-
cational support system for low-income 
families who could not afford to send 
their young children to a daycare or pre-
school. By having an educational show 
on public television, it helped alleviate 
the overwhelmingly large learning gap 
between children of higher and lower 
socioeconomic statuses. Now, being 
only available on HBO Max, its funda-
mental purpose is lost.
   If we continue to allow streaming ser-
vices to buy the rights to beloved family-
friendly programs, we are denying their 
I
has been riddled 
with uncertain-
ties, sadness and 
general hopeless-
ness. For many, 
finding everyday 
comforts in small 
things has been 
the only way to 
achieve remedy.
universal accessibility to others. Many 
people have become so outraged by the 
Charlie Brown move to Apple TV+ that 
online petitions have started popping 
up on social media; I even signed one.
    There is a certain magical element 
of network television, deeply rooted in 
American tradition and culture.
   By allowing streaming services to su-
persede that tradition, we are allowing 
for the erasure of beloved classics for fu-
ture generations. Companies like ABC, 
PBS and CBS have carried the torch of 
broadcasting our favorites, year after 
year. Now, not having “Sesame Street” 
or any of the Charlie Brown specials on 
TV, that magic is dwindling.
    It is unknown what these streaming 
services may take away next, but with 
their general monetary success, the 
list of removed classics is sure to grow. 
While they have brought us many new 
shows that have worked their way into 
our hearts, streaming services need to 
stick to creating more shows, rather 
than seizing the classics.
    I have a Charlie-Brown-sized hole in 
my heart for this holiday season, which 
I fear will never be filled again. All I can 
say to Apple TV+ and their streaming 
counterparts is, “good grief.”
Dear Trump Supporters: An Open Letter
ey, thanks 
your vote accordingly, as is your right.
    However, I want to talk to you for a 
moment about this man that you are 
so willing to defend and praise. Is it be-
cause he’s the president, because he’s 
Donald Trump or both?
     It’s obvious that you love him, or at 
least the idea of him. You believe what 
he says and you internalize his rhetoric, 
even if it clashes with your own person-
al values. When you’re enamored with 
someone’s persona, it’s easy to ignore 
the qualities or statements that make 
you uncomfortable. I learned this for 
myself from being in an abusive rela-
tionship.
    You’re probably thinking, “uh, this 
isn’t an abusive relationship; he’s the 
president and I support him.” Before 
you dismiss my comparison, I want you 
to take a moment to consider how you 
have felt since you started supporting 
Trump.
    If it’s come up in conversation that 
you support him, how do others react? 
Does it make you feel bad when they 
no longer want to acknowledge what 
you say after telling them you support 
him? Whatever, you don’t need them. 
You have Trump, who will accept you no 
matter what.
      Trump makes you feel good, doesn’t 
he? His loud, unapologetic, off-the-wall 
speeches give you surges of strength 
and power and you know he’s speaking 
directly to you. He is commending you 
for supporting him and in turn, support-
ing America. In other words, you turn 
to him to help you feel your own worth.
      So far, we have a guy who has iso-
lated you from others and is fully aware 
that you depend on him emotionally. 
“But he’s done so many good things 
for the country,” you object. If you are 
referring to the economy, I will have to 
assume you’re looking into the past, be-
cause it’s not great right now.
     Regardless of what you consider to 
be “good,” Trump hasn’t kept a lot of the 
promises he made to you.
      The wall isn’t built, Obamacare is in-
tact and the United States is still being 
ravaged by the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. I don’t want to put words in 
your mouth, but this is the complete op-
posite of all the fundamental promises 
that Trump has made.
    I’ve met people from all walks of life 
who are Trump supporters, so I know 
that you’re a diverse bunch: immigrants, 
whom he’s tried so hard to have deport-
ed; people of the LGBTQ+ community, 
whom he’s tried to strip of healthcare 
and the right to serve; women, to whom 
he promised jobs for their husbands; 
Black people, whom he tokenizes in 
the form of meet-cutes with Black ce-
lebrities, even as he avoids denouncing 
white supremacist hate groups.
     Have you ever seen pictures of him 
posing with any of the millions of peo-
ple who adore him, besides at his ral-
lies? Or is he usually seen hanging out 
with fellow billionaires?
    You’re not going to like this, but some-
times the things you least want to hear 
are the things you need to hear the 
most.
    Donald Trump needs you more than 
you need him.
     When he thinks someone doesn’t like 
him anymore, he gets rid of them, like 
the countless staffers and aides who 
have passed through his White House. 
    If that’s how he treats his most loy-
al followers, what does that say about 
H
for reading this. 
I’m not here to 
condescend to 
you, whoever you 
are. You had your 
reasons for voting 
to reelect Donald 
Trump as presi-
dent and you cast 
what he thinks of you?
     Being angry all the time is exhaust-
ing and you shouldn’t feel obligated to 
be enraged on Donald Trump’s behalf. 
When I made that connection earlier, 
between supporting Trump and being 
in an abusive relationship, I didn’t men-
tion the most important part of that 
comparison:It’s OK to walk away, espe-
cially when you find yourself having to 
justify staying.
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STAFF WRITER
Chris Giacomini, a junior communication 
& media arts major, is in his third year as a 
staff writer for The Montclarion.
Our COVID-19 Conclusion
 ood news 
make choices for us. America is the 
land of liberty, and as a free man, I have 
decided to officially declare an end to 
the pandemic.
    Giving up those last few months of 
the spring semester was understand-
able and the extended spring break was 
just what I needed. The stress of being 
a communication and media arts major 
had really started to take its toll. Like 
my fellow students, I took advantage 
of the pass-fail option and ceased all 
coursework that was not readily avail-
able on Quizlet. But there was no way 
in hell I was giving up my summer be-
cause someone’s granny might get the 
sniffles.
     Babes, beaches and brews are al-
ways on the menu and grouchy ol’ Fauci 
wants to keep me locked up? If he is so 
worried about the flu, he can keep play-
ing Dungeons and Dragons in the Na-
tional Institute of Health’s basement, 
but I have got a life to live. I will play 
the odds on a disease as deadly as the 
common cold. As the “Rocky IV” villain, 
Ivan Drago, almost said, “If I die, I die.”
    It is kind of hypocritical of “Dr.” Fau-
ci, whose medical credentials I have 
yet to verify, to keep us indoors while 
he has the best summer of his life; out 
and about, throwing out mediocre first 
pitches, accumulating IMDb credits 
and salivating over the lucrative book 
deal he will sign once someone else de-
velops a vaccine.
    Meanwhile, proven scientific geniuses 
such as Stephen Hawking and Albert 
Einstein remain silent on the matter. 
Bill Nye has chimed in, but next year 
him and I will have the same level of 
education, so take his advice with a gar-
gantuan pile of salt.
    At least that knucklehead, Gov. Phil 
Murphy, knew to keep our state’s beach-
es open. A great choice that reminded 
me a lot of Mayor Vaughn from “Jaws.” 
That man was a true patriot who cared 
about his citizens and more important-
ly, the economy. The movie gets kind of 




is over. The know-
it-alls down at the 
Centers for Dis-
ease Control and 
Prevention might 
tell you otherwise, 
but they cannot 
it off of Netflix, so I never got around to 
finishing it.
     On a side note, did anyone else know 
Chris Christie was not in office any-
more? I totally thought that being the 
governor of New Jersey was a lifetime 
deal, like the pope or the dalai lama.
   Anyhow, I come back to campus in 
August and they try to test me for CO-
VID-19, like I am some kind of fool. We 
all know that you cannot get it if you are 
not tested, just like any other STD.
    Next, they tell me masks are man-
datory; kind of ridiculous if you ask me. 
Acting like this tiny piece of paper is go-
ing to prevent the spread of a disease, 
when all it actually does is prevent the 
flow of oxygen. Trying to breathe in a 
mask is like trying to file your own taxes 
– impossible. It is much easier to just 
pay the fine and move on. Luckily, I had 
shin splints in high school, so I am ex-
empt from wearing one.
    Personally, I cannot wait for this pub-
licity stunt to end on Nov. 3, Fauci-bot to 
power down and the world to stop this 
charade.
     If anyone wants to grab a bite before 
then, I will be at Cuban Pete’s.
Ian Long | The Montclarion
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Thumbs Up
Pfizer and BioNTech 
announce vaccine 
trials are 95% 
effective
Kim Ng hired by Miami 
Marlins, becoming the first 
ever woman General Manager 
in the history of 
Major League Baseball
New Jersey voters 
elect to legalize 
recreational 
adult use marjuana 
on election ballot 
measures
Second wave of 
COVID-19 cases 
in New Jersey 




Jeopardy! host of 30 
years, Alex Trebek, 
dies at age 80 from 
pancreatic cancer 
Feature Editor, Casey Masterson, 
tests positive for COVID-19, 
isolates with guinea pig Wicket
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How Montclair State Jazz Musicians 
Are Learning During the Pandemic
Professor William Moring teaches his jazz combo class.  Photo courtesy of Carolina Perez
    As the global coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic continues to affect communi-
ties across the world, universities are 
having to reinvent the common ways 
of teaching that institutes are formerly 
used to. For students in the arts, partic-
ularly the performing arts, socialization 
and close contact is typically required 
in their studies.
     With no sign of the pandemic sub-
siding, the professors and students at 
Montclair State University’s John J. Cali 
School of Music are working together 
to find ways to create music while being 
socially distanced.
     Oscar Perez, the jazz studies coordi-
nator, discussed the early stages of the 
pandemic for jazz students.
     “In March, when we basically had 
to shut down everything, it was kind of 
like the first foray into what would end 
up being the modality that we’re teach-
ing now,” Perez said. “That is basically 
when everything moved to online.”
     According to Perez, when Montclair 
State decided that all academic cours-
es were going to be held virtually, the 
music department was quick to ensure 
that all professors had the resources 
they needed to successfully run their 
courses remotely.
     “A lot of it was basically going in and 
running a triage unit, where I was like, 
‘OK, what do you need’ and ‘how can 
you do your class,’” Perez said.
     Once faculty and staff were equipped 
with the technological basics needed 
to run remote, online classes, the Cali 
School of Music spent a large portion of 
the summer waiting to hear from Gov. 
Phil Murphy on how they would be al-
lowed to proceed.
     “For a lot of music schools, they just 
decided pretty early on [that] there’s 
nowhere we can run when we’re so un-
sure of everything,” Perez said. “We’re 
just going to go ahead and call it early 
and say that we are not going to have 
any kind of instruction happening in 
person.”
     However, after Anthony J. Mazzoc-
chi, director of the Cali School of Mu-
sic, brought up the fact that the Mont-
clair State’s music building is only 10 
years old and is equipped with quality 
air ventilation systems, the school was 
able to apply for a waiver through the 
state that allowed them to give perfor-
mance-based courses on campus.
     Fortunately for the department, the 
waiver was approved and music ensem-
bles were set to have in-person instruc-
tion.
     Despite this permission to proceed 
with in-person courses, the Cali School 
of Music must still adhere to strict 
guidelines in order to maintain their 
appearance on campus. For some stu-
dents and faculty, the COVID-19 guide-
lines in the department raise concerns.
     Carolina Perez, a junior jazz stud-
ies major, discussed the new measures 
that are taken during rehearsals to en-
sure everyone’s safety.
     “The weird part is having to clean up 
after yourself at the end of class,” Perez 
said. “You have to spray the chairs and 
spray the music stands, but it’s kind of 
stupid because I’m grabbing the music 
stand with my bare hands to put it back 
after I sprayed it.”
     In addition to the spray bottles and 
routine sanitation, the music classes 
must take a 15 minute break after ev-
ery 45 minutes of playing while close 
together. This means that a scheduled 
two-hour class period must have two 15 
minute breaks, which reduces practice 
time by a half-hour.
     One crucially different element the 
Montclair State music students gained 
this year is an ultraviolet, air-purifying, 
heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing (HVAC) system. According to Perez, 
Chelsey Johnstone
Contributing Writer
Professor Moring takes a 15 minute break with the Red Hawk 
jazz band.
Nathaniel Perrucci rehearses in professor William Moring’s 
jazz combo class.
Photo courtesy of Carolina Perez
Photo courtesy of Carolina Perez
it kills 99.9% of germs in the air, includ-
ing those related to the coronavirus.
     “They run [for] 24 hours a day and 
they’re just constantly recycling the air 
and cleaning the air,” Perez said. “The 
breaks [that] the classes take allow the 
system to more effectively clean the air.”
     Although this system adds addition-
al safety and security to the classroom 
experience, William Moring, an adjunct 
jazz professor, finds it difficult to teach 
music now.
     “You know, part of the thing about 
playing jazz music is listening to each 
other and responding to what you hear; 
that’s part of what I teach,” Moring said. 
“So when you’re like eight feet apart in 
this gigantic room that’s really boomy 
and echoey and then you get this blow 
dryer blowing the whole time, it’s a little 
bit of a challenge.”
     Despite Moring’s concerns with the 
HVAC system, one of his current bass 
students, Nathaniel Perrucci, a junior 
jazz studies major, is not too bothered 
by the protocol.
     “The sound doesn’t really bother me,” 
Perrucci said. “It’d be nice if it wasn’t 
there, but it’s not silly-loud.”
     Although this year’s experience at 
Montclair State is different for both the 
faculty and students, Oscar Perez is 
thankful that the John J. Cali School of 
Music is prepared for any type of educa-
tional experience, whether it is in per-
son or virtual.
     “You can’t have a defeatist attitude,” 
Perez said. “We have to see the silver 
lining.”
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Megan Lim
Contributing Writer
Sloane, played by Emma Roberts, and Jackson, played by Luke Bracey, agree to be one another’s “holidate.” Photo courtesy of Netflix
     Finding love during the holidays is a 
classic plot for romance films. The me-
dia rarely seems to celebrate spending 
time with loved ones or enjoying your 
own company, unless it is with a signif-
icant other by your side. Add comedy 
and cynicism to that, and you have the 
premise of “Holidate,” a Netflix film 
released on Oct. 28, 2020.
     The film is predictable in every way 
that its audience can expect a romantic 
comedy film to turn out. “Holidate” 
hones in on the development of lead 
character Sloane, played by Emma 
Roberts. Sloane is constantly bombard-
ed by pressure from her family to bring 
a boyfriend home for the holidays.
     Along comes Jackson, played by 
Luke Bracey, who encounters difficul-
ties with casual dating. Both seeking to 
bring a judgment and commitment-free 
companion to each of their holiday 
family gatherings, the two form an 
agreement to be one another’s “hol-
idate,” a punny way of saying “plus 
one.” This sets the stage for a year’s 
lineup of dates for Sloane and Jackson, 
attending New Year’s parties, Easter 
brunches and sharing Cinco de Mayo 
drinks together.
     How does the rest of the film play 
out? The audience can already guess.
     With such a predictable plotline to 
“Holidate,” there is not much in the 
movie that can surprise its viewers. 
However, what can be deemed shock-
ing is the regressive, almost childish 
themes that inspire the premise of the 
film, such as the absolute necessity to 
have a partner.
     Sloane’s family troubles themselves 
a great deal with her love life, constant-
ly pressuring her to reach out to men 
or attempting to set her up on dates. 
Sloane carries herself in a bitter way 
that further solidifies the film’s empha-
sis on the need for a romantic partner. 
Rather than standing her ground and 
finding love in a more natural environ-
ment, as a modern heroine might, she 
instead gives way to familial pressure.
     Sloane’s choice to secure a “hol-
idate” contributes to the romantici-
zation of partners and relationships, 
which can be beautiful, invigorating 
and a positive experience. This ideal 
also continues to trump celebrating 
independence and self-priority.
      Knowing that today’s society has 
made strides toward recognizing the 
importance of self-love, self-care and 
independence, viewers could have 
hoped to find this 2020 film to be 
reflective of such standards. “Holidate” 
does the opposite, feeding into the no-
tion that people are incapable of being 
content on their own and must seek a 
partner by any means necessary.
     Sexism is yet another prevalent 
theme in the film. Disappointingly, it is 
not disputed or proven wrong by the 
characters, but rather glorified and 
given justification. Generalized, offen-
sive statements are woven throughout 
scenes, speaking power to claims that 
“women are clingy” or “all men panic 
and flee.”
     The script of “Holidate” disregards 
the strides once taken to debunk such 
archaic assumptions. The agreement 
between Sloane and Jackson to be 
commitment-free seems to make them 
think that disrespect and degradation 
are acceptable, as they make crude 
comments on one another’s looks and 
genders.
     Sexism is the film’s foundation for 
incorporating humor. However, it is 
done in such poor taste that it simply 
leaves the audience feeling second-
hand embarrassment from the dia-
logue and frustration of having socially 
reverted back to old ways of thinking.
     To add insult to injury, Roberts 
starred in the 2019 film, “Paradise 
Hills,” generally known as a film that 
empowers and highlights feminism, 
quite contrary to the actress’s role in 
“Holidate.”
     If one can manage to look past 
the consistent jabs aimed toward the 
stereotypes of men, women and their 
choice of being single or in a relation-
ship, the basic plot of “Holidate” is 
Netflix’s New Film ‘Holidate’ Regresses 
Back to Primitive Thinking
“Holidate” premiered on Netflix on Oct. 28, 2020. Photo courtesy of Netflix
standard enough to be enjoyed and 
related to a younger, open-minded au-
dience. The appearance of Broadway’s 
own, Kristin Chenoweth, may be an 
incentive to “Wicked” fans, as well.
     If these saving graces are not 
enough to rope you in, you may want 
to pencil in a “holidate” with another 
movie.
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Ariana Grande Showcases 
Growth And Maturity In New 
Album ‘Positions’
     After the success of her last two 
projects, “Sweetener” and “Thank 
U, Next,” Ariana Grande is back 
again with her sixth studio album, 
“Positions.” Grande showcases her 
growth, not only as an artist, but as a 
person experiencing the excitement 
and hardships that come with falling 
in love.
     Over the last two years, Grande 
has worked nonstop and continued to 
release new projects with various art-
ists, including Lady Gaga and Justin 
Bieber. With the amount of music she 
has been releasing, her growth and 
improvement have become increas-
ingly evident with each new track.
     A week before the album’s Oct. 30 
release, Grande released the music 
video for the title track, “Positions.” 
The video kept fans on edge and the 
anticipation for the new project grew 
even bigger.
     Following the music video release, 
Grande dropped the track list online. 
The song titles were very telling of 
what kind of album her fans should 
prepare for. With titles like “34+35,” 
“Nasty” and “My Hair,” fans began to 
speculate that “Positions” was going 
to be an album about sex.
     While sex is a common theme 
throughout “Positions,” there are 
many other themes which coincide 
and mend together to tell a story, 
with an intelligibly musical through 
line. Similarly to her previous 
albums, Grande reflects on how her 
past experiences have affected her. 
Despite the eagerness to spark a new 
flame, it can be difficult to take down 
the walls that she has built around 
herself and become vulnerable again.
     There was also excitement regard-
ing the abundance of features on the 
new album, with artists Doja Cat, 
The Weeknd and Ty Dolla $ign mak-
ing appearances on several songs.
     The album begins with “Shut 
Up,” which accurately sets the tone 
for the feel of the album. The string 
orchestra and its use of pizzicato 
sparks flashbacks to opening themes 
of Disney fantasy movies.
     The album’s second track, 
“34+35,” is one of the steamier songs 
on the album. The lyrics are much 
more full-fledged than Grande’s pre-
vious works. The romantic orchestral 
sounds, which give off a pure and 
sweet ambience, juxtaposes the ris-
qué lyrics for a perfect blend of flirty 
and seductive.
     One track that I looked forward 
to the most was “Motive,” particular-
ly because of the Doja Cat feature. 
While the song itself is catchy and 
likable, Doja Cat misses the mark 
with her verse and is easily overseen 
in the song. The track was not the 
right fit for her, despite how versatile 
she is as an artist.
     “Off the Table,” featuring The 
Weeknd, is one of Grande’s most 
personal songs from the album. The 
change in tempo from the four previ-
ous songs gives a more sentimental, 
ethereal vibe.
     With it, Grande reflects on her 
insecurities and fears of falling in 
love again, considering her previous 
plights. This is a big change of pace 
from the previous songs, which cover 
the early stages of love.
     “Will I ever love the same way 
again / Will I ever love somebody like 
the way I did you,” Grande sings.
     These sentiments that Grande 
channels, combined with The Week-
nd’s strong and heart-rending vocals, 
make for a go-to track that people 
can cry to.
     On “My Hair,” Grande goes for a 
more jazzy and soulful vibe, which 
is fresh and exciting, but very much 
quintessential when she utilizes her 
full vocal range. Grande sings in her 
lowest vocal range which comple-
ments the song’s smooth sounds. She 
also utilizes one of her most impres-
sive vocal abilities, known as whistle 
notes.
     The smooth guitar and slick bass, 
fused with the recurring orchestral 
sounds and a surprising trumpet fea-
ture, give this track a sophisticated 
and mature feel.
     Grande ends the album with 
“POV,” a beautifully written song that 
steps away from the more sexual 
themes and delves into what it means 
to be loved by a significant other and 
to simultaneously love yourself.
She speaks on the experience of love, 
as a person who is fallible and has 
flaws.
     “I wanna love me / The way that 
you love me / For all of my pretty 
and all of my ugly too / I’d love to see 
me from your point of view,” Grande 
sings.
     The dreamy kalimba-sounding 
melody, paired with the various har-
monies, makes for a satisfying ending 
to a sublime album.
     “Positions” does not fail to show 
Grande’s growth as an artist and is 
easily one of her best projects to date. 
The multifaceted sounds and relat-
able lyrics will take listeners away to 
a pop fairy tale dream.
Denise Jugo
Staff Writer
Ariana Grande released her new album, “Positions,” 
on Oct. 30, 2020.
Photo courtesy of Republic Records
Photo courtesy of Dave Meyers“Positions” features artists such as Doja Cat, The Weeknd 





     “Dash & Lily” is an eight episode roman-
tic comedy series that premiered on Net-
flix on Nov. 10, 2020. It follows the main 
characters, Dash and Lily, who begin writ-
ing notes to each other in a red notebook 
that they find in a bookstore. We watch 
them send each other on dares and scav-
enger hunts all throughout New York City 
at Christmastime. Although the two have 
never met in person, they are instantly con-
nected through this book. 
     We watch them deal with their own per-
sonal struggles when their pasts come back 
to haunt them at points. Each character 
learns to step out of their comfort zone and 
become a better version of themselves. Af-
ter all, what is life without taking risks? If 
you are looking for a heartwarming series 
to get you in the mood for the holiday sea-




Photo courtesy of Netflix
     The holiday season has arrived and a 
majority of people have been spending most 
of their time at home because of the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Because of 
quarantine, plenty of people have taken up 
binge-watching various television shows 
and films on Netflix. Although this year we 
won’t be able to gather in large numbers, 
there will still be time for you to find your 
next binge-worthy series. If you love fiction-
al shows that involve realistic issues such as 
coming of age stories or overcoming one’s 
fears, the “The Queen’s Gambit” will surely 
impress you. 
     The show follows a child into adulthood 
as she struggles to find herself in the world 
of chess. Although it follows a serious sto-
ryline, there’s never a dull moment as the 
show is fast-paced and humorous at times. 




Best of the Month
Photo courtesy of Netflix
- Tiffannie Coy
Contributing Writer
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     Nearly six years ago, Bryson Tiller 
became famous practically overnight 
after releasing his hit song, “Don’t,” on 
SoundCloud.
     Since then, the R&B rapper from 
Louisville, Kentucky, has climbed his 
way up in the music world with three 
albums, multiple singles and features in 
more than 20 songs. He sits at the edge 
of global fame, yet it is unclear whether 
his most recent album will launch him 
over the edge.
     Tiller’s most recent album, “Anniver-
sary,” was released on Oct. 2, 2020. The 
album should be listened to multiple 
times, as the first time around was not 
impressive; it tends to grow on listeners 
after a few playbacks, especially for fans 
of R&B.
     Tiller has a smooth, distinctive style 
of R&B rapping and carefully crafted lyr-
ics, which has always drawn me to him. 
The tracks in “Anniversary” have classic 
808s and static noise, a quality often 
found in SoundCloud beats. This sty-
listic choice is a common theme found 
across much of his work.
     The album cover of “Anniversary” 
shows Tiller saturated in a blue tint and 
facing off to the left, which appears to be 
a mirrored image of Tiller from his de-
but album, “Trapsoul.” The artistic dis-
play infers that he might be going back 
to his roots and rapping about topics 
such as love and heartbreak.
     Tiller, who shared a deep connection 
to his late grandmother, dedicated his 
latest album to her. The track, “Keep 
Doing What You’re Doing,” begins with 
a voicemail from his grandmother and 
the rest of the song goes into depth 
about how much she believed in and 
supported him throughout his journey 
to success.
     In the album, Tiller is very vocal about 
his internal struggle of time passing by 
too quickly. The 27-year-old rapper pre-
sumably has plenty of time left in his 
life, yet many of the songs such as, “Out-
ta Time” or “Years Go By,” suggest his 
time is running out.
Kevin Doyle
Staff Writer
     “Outta Time” is the only song from 
“Anniversary” that features another 
artist. Drake can be heard backing up 
Tiller, as their sleek voices blend well 
together. As one of the best songs from 
the album, the two artists rap about 
playing games with a woman and at-
tempting to leave a toxic relationship.
     “Sorrows” is another notable song 
from the album. Tiller sings about a 
lover who is slipping away because his 
sorrows are getting in the way of his re-
lationship.
     “Know there’s been somebody else 
since me, babe,” Tiller sings, alluding 
to his paranoia that the woman might 
have her eyes on someone else.
     On Oct. 22, Tiller dropped his music 
video for “Always Forever.” The video 
features Tiller and singer-songwriter, 
Kehlani, portrayed as a couple who 
share a deep physical connection, while 
lacking an emotional connection. The 
video, which displays intriguing visu-
als, jumps to different scenes of their 
strained relationship, with their facial 
expressions showing that they do not 
want to address the situation, despite 
knowing that there is something wrong.
     Prior to the release of his sophomore 
album in 2017, “True to Self,” Bryson 
Tiller struggled with depression and 
kept it a secret until after the release. 
Now, Tiller appears to be doing better 
mentally, spending time with his two 
daughters and giving frequent updates 
to his supportive fans through social 
media.
     Following a three year hiatus, I am 
slightly disappointed in Tiller’s new 
work. When comparing “Anniversary” 
to his first album, “Trapsoul,” they both 
have similar vibes, but it is clear that 
Tiller held back, since much of the al-
bum lacks variety.
     Nonetheless, “Anniversary” serves 
as a beautiful tribute to Tiller’s grand-
mother and there are some notable 
songs that are worth checking out. It 
took me a few listens to fully enjoy the 
album, but I am hopeful that this is 
merely a preview of what is to come.Bryson Tiller rose to fame after releasing his hit song, 
“Don’t,” on SoundCloud in 2015.
Photo courtesy of RCA Records
Bryson Tiller’s latest album, “Anniversary,” was released on Oct. 2, 2020. Photo courtesy of RCA Records
Bryson Tiller’s ‘Anniversary’ Album 
Takes A Few Listens To Enjoy
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     In the trailer for “How To with John 
Wilson,” John Wilson admits that even 
HBO does not know what to call his new 
show.
     Watching the first episode, you might 
think you have stumbled upon a show 
about an alien learning how to fit in with 
the human species, as he roams around 
New York City. As part documentary, 
part comedy, part scathing exposé into 
the tragic human psyche, the show re-
fuses to adhere itself to any single genre.
     Wilson, the show’s eponymous doc-
umentarian, carries a camera, a micro-
phone and a certain naiveté as he jour-
neys around the city holding on-the-spot 
interviews with fellow pedestrians. It is 
his naive personality that seems to make 
Timothy Rabel
Staff Writer
his subjects feel comfortable enough to 
let their guard down, and the result is 
a “Humans of New York”-type study of 
the many personalities that make up the 
incredible city.
     At times, Wilson’s innocently curious 
nature creates these tense and uncom-
fortable moments people have come to 
associate with shows like “The Office” 
and “Nathan for You,” a show created by 
Nathan Fielder, the executive producer 
of “How To with John Wilson.”
     For instance, when Wilson goes to 
buy a used rug that has “stress-related 
bloodstains” on it, he expects small talk 
about interior design. Rather, he gets an 
earful about the seller’s divorce. Unlike 
“Nathan For You,” there is no facade 
coercing these strangers to open up to 
him, but there is something about him 
that compels them to do so anyway.
     The moment that best sums up the 
show’s premise comes in the premiere 
episode, during 20 seconds of airtime, 
showing “Twin Peaks” actor Kyle Ma-
cLachlan unsuccessfully attempting to 
swipe his card on a New York subway. 
It proves a moment of true humanity. 
Whether you are rich or poor, some-
times your metro card just will not scan.
As more than a documentary, the show 
acts as a living poetic statement about 
the microcosmic, universal qualities of 
the city. Wilson’s commentary is candid 
and noticeably unpolished as if he is di-
rectly telling you about his experiences.
     “Most New Yorkers will put up with 
anything, as long as they know it’s tem-
porary,” Wilson narrated over a shot of a 
performing artist playing an obnoxious 
guitar on the subway.
     The observation is merely one of 
many in the show that is poignant, funny 
and empathetic, all at the same time.
Photo courtesy of HBO“How To with John Wilson” premiered on Oct. 23, 2020 on HBO.
‘How To with John Wilson’ Exposes The 
True Poetry of New York
     “How To with John Wilson” is an ex-
ample of how you can find enthralling 
stories everywhere, if you are willing to 
change your standards of what qualifies 
as interesting. For instance, the second 
episode starts out similar to a PBS doc-
umentary about city scaffolding, before a 
guy shows up and starts revealing to Wil-
son his sexual escapades that are some-
how relevant to the episode’s theme.
     Overall, the show plays out like a time 
capsule, documenting the strange hu-
man experiment that is New York City. 
Its characters are all of New York’s ev-
eryday people, including Wilson himself, 
who rarely appears on camera, as he 
seems to experience his own catharsis 
over the course of the first two episodes. 
This glimpse into the perception of one 
New Yorker ultimately pays off and the 
experience is rich and illuminating.
Photo courtesy of HBO“How To with John Wilson” is an example of how you can find enthrall-
ing stories everywhere.
Photo courtesy of HBOWilson travels around New York City and holds on-the-spot interviews 
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Fifth-Year Javelin Thrower Lena Bilotti
Poised To Make A Run At Nationals
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     When the coronavirus (CO-
VID-19) pandemic canceled 
the rest of the 2020 outdoor 
track and field season in 
March, fifth-year senior Lena 
Bilotti feared that her throw-
ing career could be coming to 
an end.
      “Our team had to wait 
weeks before finding out that 
our season was canceled,” Bi-
lotti said. “When I found out 
on Instagram, I was worried 
about [whether or not] we 
were going to get our season 
back.”
     Thankfully, Bilotti is go-
ing to have the opportunity 
to compete for one more out-
door season. In late March, 
the NCAA announced that all 
spring sports athletes across 
Divisions I, II and III will have 
an extra year of eligibility to 
compete.
     For this reason, Bilotti was 
planning on staying at Mont-
clair State University for an 
additional year to finish com-
pleting the school’s teacher 
education program.
     Having more time to com-
pete in the sport she loves 
has also provided Bilotti with 
an even more important goal: 
placing first in the javelin 
throw at the New Jersey Ath-
Corey Annan
Assistant Sports Editor
letic Conference (NJAC) cham-
pionship meet.
     “I placed third in the javelin 
my freshman year and a lot 
of my competition has gradu-
ated since then,” Bilotti said. “I 
don’t know what the new [com-
petition] is like since we [have 
not] competed since 2019, but 
from who I competed with last 
year, I think I have a very good 
shot of winning.”
     Ian Carter, the head coach 
of the men’s and women’s 
track and field teams, shares 
this ambitious sentiment.
     “I believe the NCAA did an 
honorable thing by allowing 
seniors another year to show-
case their talents one more 
time, and I believe Lena will 
make the most of it,” Carter 
said. “She is our most expe-
rienced javelin thrower, [as 
well] as a leader and helpful to 
those around her.”
     The NJAC is known for be-
ing one of the toughest con-
ferences in Division III track 
and field, with many throwers 
from the conference making 
nationals on a yearly basis. 
Since her freshman year, Bi-
lotti has placed no lower than 
fifth in the conference, in the 
javelin throw, proving that she 
is one of the elite performers. 
Despite not earning all-con-
ference honors in 2019, she 
finished 10th at the regional 
championship meet that same 
year, her first appearance at 
the event.
     Nevertheless, Bilotti has 
her sights set on winning the 
NJAC, as well as qualifying for 
nationals in the spring 2021 
season. Using the long off-
season to get back into shape, 
she has been focusing on body 
weight workouts to keep her 
muscles strong and loose, 
while staying cautious due to 
a herniated disc that she suf-
fered from a few years ago.
     “I didn’t really lift anything 
heavy because of my back in-
jury,” Bilotti said. “I obviously 
couldn’t go to the gym because 
of the [pandemic], so I was 
running, doing pushups and 
stretching. It was more impor-
tant that I did workouts to get 
my back to heal.”
     As Bilotti prepares for a po-
tential 2021 outdoor track and 
field season, she is also adjust-
ing to COVID-19 protocols 
and procedures established 
by the Montclair State athletic 
department. The throwers be-
gin their practices on Nov. 12 
and will start virtually until the 
team is allowed to practice in 
“pods,” or in groups of 10.
     As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to rage on, there 
are still several questions as 
to how the outdoor track and 
field season will operate. How-
ever, for throwing events such 
as the javelin, social distancing 
may not be a huge concern. In-
dividuals typically throw their 
implements with a significant 
amount of distance around 
them to ensure that nobody is 
struck by one.
     Bilotti believes that it would 
be safe to conduct outdoor 
meets, but also feels outdoor 
meets could be limited.
     “With throwing events, there 
are various ways to avoid any-
one getting the virus,” Bilotti 
said. “However, with other 
sports only competing against 
NJAC teams, we will probably 
have to do the same. We won’t 
know about regionals or na-
tionals until next spring.”
     Right now, Bilotti’s focus is 
on what she can control. There 
may not be a Division III na-
tional outdoor track and field 
meet in the spring, but Bilotti 
believes that she’ll be ready for 
it when the time comes.
     With this being her last 
season as a Red Hawk, Bilotti 
wants to make sure her back 
issues do not restrain her from 
reaching her ultimate goal.
     “I want to go to nationals 
so badly,” Bilotti said. “[My 
marks] have always been off 
by a few meters to qualify. I 
just want my back to be okay 
so that I can throw more of-
ten.”
She plans to make the most out of her extra year of eligibility 
Photo courtesy of Stephanie EastmanBilotti runs down the javelin runway as she starts her warmup throws at the 23rd Monmouth Season 
Opener meet, held on March 30, 2019.
Quarterback Ja’Quill Burch scans downfield for an 
open receiver against Kean University in 2019.
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Montclair State’s Anniversary Football
Season Does Not Come To Be
50th anniversary of 1970’s might be halted, but spirits are still high
     Former Montclair State University 
assistant football coach, Don MacKay, 
looked down at his left hand.
     “I’ve been wearing this for fifty years: 
the national championship ring,” 
MacKay said. “The best part about it? 
This ring cost $42 and we had to raise 
the money ourselves with cake sales 
and car washes,” MacKay said.
     It has been fifty years since the 1970 
Montclair State football team found 
themselves inside the hot and humid 
Atlantic City Convention Hall, play-
ing in the Knute Rockne Bowl Game. 
It was Thanksgiving weekend as they 
went up against Hampden Sydney, 
who ranked number one offensively in 
the country at the time.
     The game gathered lots of press 
going in, with Montclair State being 
ranked number one defensively in the 
country that season.
     As soon as the game began, every-
one knew it was going to be intense. 
On the second possession, Montclair 
State scored on third down with an in-
side play, right up the middle. It would 
be the only time the team would score 
that game, but it still led them to a 7-6 
victory over Hampden Sydney.
     Montclair State would then go on to 
complete their season with an 8-1 re-
cord, their second New Jersey Athletic 
Conference (NJAC) title and a bowl 
game trophy.
     This year would have been time 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
that memorable season, but the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic has 
changed those celebratory plans and 
has also postponed the 2020 football 
season for Montclair State.
     MacKay says this has been hard on 
many of the players, in terms of having 
to make a decision about whether or 
not they want to continue.
     “This whole pandemic certainly 
is [creating] a whole different way of 
life,” MacKay said. “On a level like 
this, where some of your football play-
ers play lacrosse or baseball, you have 
[multi-sport athletes], you’re running 
into a conflict now where the athlete 
has to make a choice and that’s diffi-
cult.”
     The 1970 team was supposed to 
be honored during the 2020 home-
coming game, which was scheduled 
to take place Saturday, Oct.10. Since 
it was not able to happen this season, 
the team has changed its plans and 
has scheduled to celebrate the anni-
versary next year at the home opener.
     John Brunelli, a 1970 Montclair 
State defensive back, sympathizes 
with the athletes who have been 
forced to give up the season, because 
of the pandemic.
     “What they’re facing today, I could 
not have imagined. [It has to] be dev-
astating,” Brunelli said. “Many of us at 
this level aren’t going to the pro-level. 
Montclair [State] guys were playing 
for the game; we loved it. To lose a 
season because of this COVID-19 is 
heartbreaking.”
     Looking back at past years, it is hard 
to find any adversities that compare to 
what current collegiate athletes are 
dealing with today.
     Bobby Jensen, a linebacker for the 
1970 team, says that while their pre-
decessors had to play during times of 
chaos and war, they never let that get 
in the way of the team’s morale.
     “The only adversity we may have 
faced is we had people for the war 
and people that were against the war,” 
Jensen said. “Lucky for us that never 
encroached on our team. Fifty years 
from now you are gonna say what 
crazy time we grew up in. That was in-
sane. This is not the way it’s supposed 
to be. It’s just not.”
     Fortunately, the current Montclair 
State football team has been able to 
practice this fall, but the season has 
been rescheduled for the spring. A lot 
of colleges did not arrange for the fall 
season to be made up, but fall athletes 
are glad that Montclair State plans to.
     This season was an important 
one for players like senior quarter-
back Ja’Quill Burch. He started all 10 
games in each of the past two seasons 
and was looking forward to doing the 
same this season.
     “I figured [out] what’s next for us 
old guys,” Burch said. “Are they [going 
to] just kick us out, let us graduate and 
have nothing? But then I saw all the 
people dying because of the virus, so 
I sat back and said, ‘alright, this is big-
ger than football. Let’s put [ourselves] 
on the back burner and take care of in-
ternational health first. We’ll get back 
to football sometime soon.’”
     There are many protocols and re-
quirements that the team is currently 
required to follow. Even though they 
are different from anything they are 
used to, Burch insists they are ready to 
play whenever they get the green light. 
Burch’s positive mindset is something 
that the younger players and his team-
mates can look up to.
     “You can look at the virus [and see 
how] it helped us and [how] it hurt us,” 
Burch said. “We didn’t have to throw 
young guys out there right away, but 
then again, they got all this time to 
learn all the plays. It helps me get to 
know them, teach them and learn it. 
I’d rather be in person, I’d rather be 
on the field, I’d rather be on the white 
board, but with the circumstances, 
we’re just taking care of business.”
     This pandemic may have put a 
damper on what could have been a 
chance for history to repeat itself after 
fifty years, but it is inspiring to see how 
the 1970 and 2020 team have kept a 
similar, optimistic mindset, even when 




During a game in the 1970 season, the Montclair State College football team heads into the gym.
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
Photo courtesy of Montclair State University Digital Commons
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Where Are They Now: Former
Sports Editor Anthony Gabbianelli
A new puppy and pursuing a job in sports writing is in his future plans
     In May of 2019, Anthony Gabbi-
anelli graduated from Montclair State 
University with a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism, passing down his role as 
sports editor of The Montclarion and 
moving forward into the sports me-
dia job market. As he continues to se-
cure internships and freelancing gigs 
during the ongoing coronavirus (CO-
VID-19) pandemic, Gabbianelli still 
holds his sights set on pursuing his 
dream of being a professional sports 
writer.
     Finding a sufficient job has proven 
to be quite difficult for many recent 
college graduates, especially as COV-
ID-19 has devastated the sports world.
     Gabbianelli started the job hunt be-
fore graduating and landed an intern-
ship with a sports business company 
in Hoboken, in Sept. 2019, writing for 
their blog a few times a week. A posi-
tive start to the postgraduate life, Gab-
bianelli was doing this up until De-
cember. The pandemic hit just a few 
months later, as he continued looking 
for work.
     “It’s an everyday routine for me to 
go online to the variety of job applica-
tion sites and look at what jobs inter-
est me and what I think I can succeed 
in,” Gabbianelli said.
     COVID-19 has not brought all nega-
tives to Gabbianelli’s life. He ended up 
getting a puppy to keep him company 
and he is still able to work his part-
time job at a paint store in his home-
town of Wayne, New Jersey. His work 
included freelance jobs, projects to 
help his brand and other outdoor ac-
tivities.
     “I’ve been working on a few proj-
ects, like writing in my spare time 
and working on my website just to put 
myself out there more, but outside of 
working and applying for jobs, I have 
been hiking and walking around some 
parks where I live. It helps me destress 
and clear my head,” Gabbianelli said.
     The work search has given Gabbi-
anelli the drive to focus on his writing 
and build on the opportunity to estab-
lish his brand as a writer. His dream 
job lies in being a sports journalist, 
specifically for baseball, but Gabbi-
anelli has also come to see that writ-
ing about topics like legal reporting is 
also enjoyable and a fun alternative. 
He is also interested in ice hockey, 
basketball and has grown to appreci-
ate esports.
     “I have definitely put myself out 
there more and [have] experimented 
with other forms of writing,” Gabbi-
anelli said. “I applied to a work that 
I have interests in writing about, but 
have not really done so. For example, 
lately I have been reading a lot about 
law and cases that end up going to 
court, just because that is really inter-
esting to me, so I have applied to jobs 
that would have me write about that. 
I did have interviews and some jobs 
[that] even had me take exams that I 
found fun to write and learn about.”
     Gabbianelli has had a lasting im-
pact at The Montclarion, especially 
with the sports section.
     He served as sports editor for two 
years, while also writing for the rest 
of the sections at the paper: news, 
feature, opinion and entertainment. 
His work varies from student athlete 
profiles to album reviews and sports 
teams features. Gabbianelli even had 
the opportunity to interview former 
Olympic ice skater and Red Hawk, 
Isadora Williams, in 2018.
     “I loved everything about being 
the sports editor,” Gabbianelli said. 
“It was the best job I’ve ever had and 
I’m really glad I had the opportunity to 
work with fellow writers and an awe-
some staff. The events and games I 
covered [is what] I miss the most, and 
especially everyone who I worked with 
in the office. I met so many great and 
inspiring people with my time there 
and interviewed even better people. I 
catch myself, every once and a while, 
missing that position and wanting to 
turn back the clock so I can relive all of 
that again. I miss it all, really.”
     Gabbianelli was known to always 
fill The Montclarion office with a 
bright attitude through his humorous 
persona, getting along with almost ev-
eryone he came across. Ben Caplan, 
The Montclarion’s photography editor, 
is one of Gabbianelli’s closest friends, 
and had many fun experiences with 
him throughout their time together at 
The Montclarion.
     “When I joined The Montclarion 
in 2017, ‘Gabbs’ was the first editor 
that I worked with. He introduced me 
to the team and he made me feel wel-
come in the office. Over the years, our 
relationship has grown and now he is 
one of my best friends,” Caplan said. 
“’Gabbs’ is one of the most genuine 
persons that I have ever met, and I re-
ally miss hanging out with him in the 
office and at sporting events around 
campus.”
     As for now, Gabbianelli will con-
tinue to pursue a path in sports writ-
ing as he explores his options even 
more. Considering how well he writes, 
especially when it comes to his favor-
ite sports, it seems this Montclarion 
alumni will have no problem getting a 




Gabbianelli spent two years as the sports editor for 
The Montclarion.
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion Photography editor Ben Caplan (right) with former 
sports editor Anthony Gabbianelli (left) in 2019.
Photo courtesy of Ben Caplan
Gabbianelli poses with Shea, a rescue puppy 
from Texas.
Photo courtesy of Anthony Gabbianelli
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Dodgers Are MLB Champions
After 32-Year Drought
The team overcame the Tampa Bay Rays for the title
     The Los Angeles Dodgers are World 
Series champions after a long 32-year 
drought.
     Back in 1988, a much simpler 
time, a World Series ticket was $40, 
a gallon of gas was 91 cents, a movie 
ticket was somewhere around $3.50 
and the number one song on the radio 
was “Kokomo,” by The Beach Boys. 
Only eight members of the Dodgers’ 
40-man roster were alive the last time 
Los Angeles celebrated a World Se-
ries championship.
     Fast forward 32 years to the most 
unusual year yet: 2020. With limited 
fans in attendance, a ticket could cost 
over $2,000, a gallon of gas costs 
roughly $2.60 and movie theaters, if 
open, were seen not long ago practi-
cally giving tickets away after being 
shut down due to the coronavirus (CO-
VID-19) pandemic.
     Not only that, but the pandemic ulti-
mately forced Major League Baseball 
to make many changes to get the sea-
son off the ground.
     Among these changes was a 60-
game season with few to no fans, an 
expanded playoff format that included 
16 teams, new rules for extra innings 
and the first ever World Series played 
at a neutral location. The Dodgers 
beat the Tampa Bay Rays four games 
to two at Globe Life Field in Arlington, 
Texas, 1,400 miles away from their 
home stadium, in front of 11,437 fans.
     Allan Rendon, a senior exercise sci-
ence major at Montclair State Univer-
sity, was happy to see baseball back, 
even in limited capacity.
     “Baseball is baseball, no matter 
the amount of games, we finally got it 
back,” Rendon said.
     It has been a long time coming for 
a team that won eight consecutive 
National League West division titles, 
three National League pennants and 
suffered two painful World Series 
losses, in the span of two seasons. The 
Dodgers are finally atop the baseball 
world, bringing their seventh champi-
onship to the organization.
     With a game six victory, a sigh of 
relief was felt after so many years of 
being known as underachievers who 
spend money, only to continuously 
lose. With an unusual postseason, the 
Dodgers called Globe Life Field their 
home. Los Angeles, like the other 
postseason teams, were dedicated to 
finishing out an unusual season, even 
though it took a bubble-like system to 
do so.
     This championship also canceled 
the notion that starting pitcher and 
Dodger veteran, Klayton Kershaw, 
was not built for October baseball.
     Kershaw is the longest tenured 
Dodger, debuting with the team in 
2008. His accomplishments include 
being an eight-time all star, three-time 
National League Cy Young winner, 
2014 National League MVP (the first 
pitcher to do so since 1968) and hav-
ing thrown a no-hitter before.
     With such a long list of awards, 
Kershaw can finally add a World Se-
ries championship to that mix, and an 
almost automatic ticket into the hall 
of fame. When people began to write 
about Kershaw’s postseason woes, he 
once again proved them wrong, as he 
solidified his name in baseball history.
     Fans from around the league, includ-
ing Rendon, are happy for Kershaw 
and what he was able to accomplish.
     “Kershaw is already a phenomenal 
pitcher and being the Dodgers’ ace for 
a long time, he already has a good re-
sume,” Rendon said. “Being so close 
and finally getting that [champion-
ship] title just puts the cherry on top.”
     It took more than one player to fin-
ish off this remarkable season for Los 
Angeles. Nine different Dodgers play-
ers hit a home run in the World Series, 
setting a new record. Stellar defen-
sive plays were made by first base-
man, Cody Bellinger, and right fielder, 
Mookie Betts.
    Shortstop and World Series MVP, 
Corey Seager, had four doubles, two 
home runs and got on base 14 times 
throughout the series. Seager’s 2020 
season marked his first full season 
since undergoing Tommy John sur-
gery in 2018. It took the entire team 
from the bullpen, to the starting rota-
tion, all the way down to the available 
coaches to finally finish the job.
     What many thought would be a 
season that would never crown a 
champion because of COVID-19, the 
postseason and World Series gave 
baseball fans lots of moments to smile 
about during this time of uncertainty. 
The Dodgers being crowned champi-
ons sent the Rays home, who are still 
a part of the six teams that have never 
won a World Series title.
     The Rays showed up on the big 
stage and delivered historical mo-
ments that we will never forget. Randy 
Arozarena rose to the occasion, set-
ting major league records for most 
hits, home runs and total bases in a 
single postseason. Even with the Rays 
coming up short, they have a lot to be 
proud of and will likely continue to be 
contenders for years to come.
     The Dodgers began the season as 
favorites and proved all year long that 
they were a team on a different play-
ing field than everyone else. Going the 
whole season while only having lost 
one series is a remarkable feat. With 
Dodgers players like third baseman, 
Justin Turner, and outfielder, Joc Ped-
erson, heading into free agency this 
offseason, Los Angeles will still have 
plenty of star pieces to make a run at 
back-to-back titles in 2021.
     If everything goes right, the Dodg-
ers will also set themselves up to be 
continuous favorites to win their divi-
sion, and to be a part of October base-
ball for a very long time.
     With the 2020 season finally over, 
we will see what happens throughout 
the winter and get a glimpse of what 
the future holds for fans being a part 
of the atmosphere in stadiums across 
the country.
     What Dodgers’ announcer Vin 
Scully said in 1988 after the Dodg-
ers World Series win still resonates to 
this day: “In a year that has been so 




The Los Angeles Dodgers are Major League Baseball’s 2020 World Series champions. Photo courtesy of @Dodgers on Twitter
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Perry Quartuccio’s book, Reach-
ing Home Plate, is available for 
purchase at Amazon.com.
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Former Red Hawk Baseball Player
Inspired to Write a Book
Perry Quartuccio was inspired by a psychology of sports class at Montclair State
     It was the beginning of the fall 2019 
semester at Montclair State Univer-
sity when Perry Quartuccio walked 
into professor Robert Gilbert’s psy-
chology of sports class. Quartuccio 
was a sophomore pitcher for Mont-
clair State’s baseball team at the time, 
studying psychology and minoring in 
sports coaching. He was ultimately 
walking into a class that connected 
both his passion for the two simulta-
neous subjects.
      An early 8:30 a.m. class on a Mon-
day is not something that most college 
students look forward to, especially 
after a fun and relaxing weekend. Gil-
bert, however, came into class with a 
lot of energy like his normal self. He 
began to preach: “You guys should 
write a book, break a world record.” 
Gilbert’s enthusiasm and passion 
comes from wanting the best for his 
students in anything they want to do 
in life.
     “I don’t want my kids to just gradu-
ate, I want them to be in the history 
books,” Gilbert said.
     Quartuccio, like most college stu-
dents, listened, but never took the op-
portunity seriously.
     “I’m sitting there [saying], ‘well I’m 
19 years old, I’m not going to write a 
book, so I’m just going to stop listen-
ing,’ and I zoned him out,” Quartuccio 
said.
     For Gilbert, thrill comes from help-
ing people have a breakthrough in 
some part of their life. That break-
through for Quartuccio came when he 
began forming thoughts in Gilbert’s 
class.
     Quartuccio still felt inspired after 
that first class, and he began to for-
mulate ideas in his head during every 
one of the classes. Slowly thereafter, 
Quartuccio began to write a book and 
connect with other like-minded indi-
viduals in the baseball world that he 
wanted to focus on.
     Recruiting, dealing with adversity, 
overall advice and success through 
baseball was the theme throughout 
the creation. Four pages had been 
written when Quarticcio felt defeated.
     “After I wrote those four pages, I 
said, ‘this is stupid, I’m not going to 
finish this book,’ and closed the docu-
ment,” Quartuccio explained.
     The notion of writing a book may 
feel impossible for most people, in-
cluding Quartuccio himself. It was not 
until March of this year, as the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic forced 
classes to shift to fully online, when 
Quartuccio reopened the document 
and felt the energy of his writing again.
     After hanging up his cleats and 
transitioning into coaching younger 
players, and embracing the free time 
the pandemic brought him, Quartuc-
cio began to only think about the book 
he started and the ideas he had.
     “Quitting baseball, that experience 
and that paradigm shift was totally dif-
ferent to me,” Quartuccio said. “I was 
focused on playing [in September], 
not really [on] writing.”
     Quartuccio began to put all his 
time and energy normally devoted to 
baseball into the creation of his book. 
He was able to connect his baseball 
career and the beginning of his coach-
ing career, transferring those thoughts 
onto paper. He felt destined and on the 
right path, not regretting his decision 
to stop playing baseball after so many 
years.
     Mental performance was an impor-
tant aspect that Quartuccio wanted to 
relay to readers in his book. The topic 
is growing throughout sports, espe-
cially in baseball, where teams are 
hiring coaching teams to work with 
players on the mental aspect of their 
game.
     “It’s such an overlooked part of 
the game; baseball is such a mental 
game,” Quartuccio said. “People need 
to train as much on the mental side as 
they do the physical side.”
     It took late nights and countless 
hours, reaching out to coaches and fig-
ures in sports to tie his book, “Reach-
ing Home Plate,” together.
      Quartuccio was fortunate to con-
nect with Brian Miles, a mental per-
formance coordinator for the Cleve-
land Indians. Miles’ experiences in 
the business of mental performance 
helped Quartuccio truly understand 
the importance for him, on and off the 
field.
     What Miles and so many other 
coaches did for Quartuccio, in taking 
the time to talk to him during the pan-
demic, meant a lot to him.
     “Getting to learn and pick their 
brain about so many aspects of the 
sport, they took the time out of their 
day to talk to me, this college kid writ-
ing a book, [and] it was just awesome 
to talk to them,” Quartuccio said.
     Without a doubt, the biggest inspira-
tion through it all comes back to where 
it all started, in Gilbert’s psychology of 
sports class.
     “Without [Gilbert’s] energy in class, 
without his crazy ideas, I definitely 
wouldn’t have had the slightest bit of 
thought to write a book,” Quartuccio 
said.
     Gilbert relished in the thought that 
he was able to inspire one of his stu-
dents at Montclair State.
     “Incredible, incredible that I can 
have that effect on a person,” Gilbert 
said.
     Today, Quartuccio is beginning his 
coaching journey with Power Pitcher 
and Hitting Baseball, incorporating 
the mental performance aspect into 
youth baseball. Connecting and build-
ing relationships with his players is 
what Quartuccio looks forward to do-
ing each and every time he steps out 
onto the field.
     Quartuccio’s ultimate goal is being a 
part of a mental performance staff for 
one of the 30 MLB teams. He can al-
ready picture the moment in his head.
     “I want to be in spring training, 
working with these guys one-on-one 
or in group settings with the team,” 
Quartuccio said.
     Quartuccio finds guidance in a sim-
ple quote that carries him throughout 
his everyday life.
     “People won’t care what you know 
until they know you care about them,” 
Quartuccio said.
     You can find Quartuccio’s book 
“Reaching Home Plate” on his web-




Perry Quartuccio is part of the coaching staff for Power Pitcher and Hitting Baseball. Photo courtesy of Perry Quartuccio
best of her abilities.
     “This season is still up in the 
air, so everything I do [from] 
here on out is to get ready for 
next season, or just [to] be 
ready when it matters,” Bogu-
slawska said.
     Since virtual meets are not 
sanctioned by the NCAA, no 
team points were accounted 
for. Still, events like this are 
happening all over the coun-
try in order to get the athletes 
back in a competitive mindset.
     While the team is still taking 
things slow, McLaughlin looks 
forward to being able to compete 
regularly again.
     “We are going to shut down 
before Thanksgiving and regroup 
after Christmas,” McLaughlin 
said. “We are just taking the sea-
son one day at a time. I’m just 
hoping the country can get back 
together and we can continue to 
compete.”
     The team is going to be taking 
about five weeks off, as they are 
set to compete against Ramapo 
College on Jan. 16, 2021.
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Virtual Swim Meet is The First Montclair
State Athletics Event Since March
     On Nov. 7, Montclair State 
University’s swimming team 
competed in their first meet of 
the 2020-21 season. It was ex-
tremely different than what the 
Red Hawks are used to, since 
the entire meet was virtual and 
took place in three different 
states, against the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy and the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy, 
but still went down as the first 
virtually-held swim meet in 
Montclair State history.
     Though the season typically 
starts in October, with the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
still looming, the swimmers 
found themselves starting the 
season a month later. This 
was the first competitive sport-
ing event for a Montclair State 
team since the softball team 
played on March 13.
     Red Hawks’ swimming head 
coach, Brian McLaughlin, says 
that it feels great to be able to 
participate again.
     “I’m glad we were able to pull 
this off and actually compete,” 
McLaughlin said. “The Coast 
Guard Academy and Merchant 
Marine Academy I think, just 
like us, were just thrilled to ac-
tually swim and compete.”
     In addition to no team 
points, diving was not scored 
during the meet. Virtual meets 
are taking place all over the 
country, however, they are not 
sanctioned by the NCAA. The 
meet style was also short: 11 
races and two rounds of div-
ing, coming out to 13 events in 
total.
      A pair of Red Hawk junior 
swimmers performed well 
in the distance races. Taylor 
Waddleton had the top Mont-
clair State time for the wom-
en’s 1000 freestyle and 500 
freestyle. Tyler Dorsett had 
the top time in the men’s 500 
freestyle. These upperclass-
men essentially looked like 
leaders for the team, who both 
had at least one freshman in 
each event.
     For the people at home, it 
must have been easy to forget 
the fact that there were no 
fans at the event, consider-
ing how outspoken and sup-
portive teammates were on 
the sidelines. One of the com-
mentators during the meet 
was swimmer, Amanda Chiap-
petta, who explained how vital 
it was to get that motivation 
from teammates now that they 
have no fans present to do it 
for them.
     “Without fans and no op-
ponents, the teammates need 
to make sure they help the 
swimmers as much as they 
can,” Chiappetta said. “When 
themontclarion.org
the swimmers are racing 
each other and no fans are in 
the stands, it is hard to keep 
pushing and that’s where the 
coaches and teammates really 
need to be there to help push 
one another.”
     In the first meet of her col-
legiate career, freshman Lidia 
Boguslawska stood out among 
the competition. Even in an 
unusual setting, which could 
intimidate anyone, Bogus-
lawska knew what she needed 
to do and she competed to the 
Bottom to top: Skye Sener, Emily Rothamel and Erin 
Barrett prepare for the 100 backstroke. 
The meet is also 1st virtual Red Hawks athletics event
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Photo courtesy of Matthew UnczowskySophomore Samuel Golovin on the block waiting for 
the start of the 50 freestyle. 
Photo courtesy of Matthew Unczowsky Photo courtesy of Matthew UnczowskyFreshman Alessio Paoloni pushes ahead in the 
500 freestyle.
